




 





































 

A note about the pronunciation of Yolŋu sounds: 

(from Djambarrpuyŋu language learning course, Shepherdson College, 1986 - unpublished) 

a  – this is a long vowel, like the 'a' in bath (p.3), 'a' is a short sound like the 'u' in but  

o – this is a long vowel in contrast to the short 'u' like in put, 'o' is considered two beats longer that 

that sound, similar to 'aw' in law .  I and e are the same, i short like 'pit', 'e' two beats in length, like 
'ee' in bleed (p.3) 

n , d  t  r l  - to produce these sounds the tongue is curled back so that the tip of the tongue touches the 

roof of the mouth (p.6) 

ny, dj tj – these are digraphs, two letters but a single sound.  The blade of the tongue is pushed 

towards the upper gum ridge and the tip of the tongue is behind the bottom teeth.  'ny' is like the 'ni' 
in union (p.5) 

nh, dh, th – these are also digraphs.  The sound is produced by holding the tip of the tongue between 

the teeth, the 'th' sound is held longer than the 'nh' and 'dh' sounds (p.5)  

ŋ – this sound is produced with the tip of the tongue lying at the bottom of the mouth while the back 

of the tongue is touching the soft palate. Ŋ is like the 'ng' in sing (p.7)  

rr – this is a 'rolled r', the tongue is 'flapped' by the flow of air going past it, not the muscles of the 
tongue 

' – this is a glottal stop, the vocal chords are closed, like the English 'uh -oh' between the two words 

the breath is cut off (p.7) 






